We have been making the best of the
good weather by getting outdoors
with many of our service users
participating in new projects ranging
from photography to water sports.
We also enjoyed a volunteer and staff
team building day at Mount
Edgecumbe to thank the team for all
their hard work this year.
We have had more additions to the team with
Cynthia and Sarah starting volunteering as
Auxiliary Caseworkers. Suvi has returned from
maternity leave to her role as Activities
Coordinator. Craig will now be continuing as
Finance & Business Administrator, after doing
a terrific job covering for Suvi. We’ve heard
from many service users how he has put them
at ease on their exciting excursions.

We held our Open Day at Abbey Hall on the 24th of June as
part of Refugee Week, a national festival celebrating the
creativity and resilience of refugees in the UK. We
demonstrated our activities including art, cycling &
photography. While feasting on dishes from around the
world, we also discussed where DCRS has been, the
implications of the Nationality & Borders Act, and the future
we’re working towards.
In light of the new Bill, Alex said, "It’s a basic human instinct to
pick someone up if they fall in front of you. It’s an immovable
force. So, I am optimistic. That instinct will motivate you to
spread the word & remind those who have forgotten. So, let’s
organise, mobilise and work together to help people back up."
Many of our partner charities also participated by providing
events such as a football tournament, film screenings and a
group hike along the Southwest Coast Path.

Take a look at our newly launched website
dcrs-plymouth.org
You can find us on
Facebook
Devon and Cornwall Refugee Support
Instagram & Twitter
@dcrsplymouth

Canoeing up the River Dart

Over the last three months we have:
Seen 491 service users at face-to-face drop in
Answered over 200 calls
Responded to 162 WhatsApp enquiries

To highlight the contribution of our volunteers,
we’ll be regularly including a reflection from a
volunteer on the News section of our website.
Martin, one of our longest standing volunteers
and Lead for our weekly music club, had this to
say:
"I began volunteering at DCRS over 10 years ago,
when I started working part-time in my paid job. I
have always been interested in foreign travel,
language and culture. So, when I discovered there
was an organisation in Plymouth which supported
asylum seekers, I thought this would be an
interesting place to offer some time to.
I intend to continue in my role for the foreseeable
future. It is a pleasure to work with the young,
talented staff and the friendly volunteers. I value
the donations we get in the form of musical
instruments and art equipment. But first and
foremost, I get so much satisfaction from being a
part of trying to make any day a bit brighter for our
service users."
You can find out more about the experience of
volunteering with us on our website where you
can apply for any available volunteer positions.

PROJECTS
Fotonow
Fotonow, a local social enterprise, is running a participatory
photography project with our service users. Ryan, who has
been coordinating the project, has been teaching the
participants photography techniques as they explore
Plymouth. As he told us, their enthusiasm has kept him on
his toes!
If you would like to see more of the photography by our
service users, head to our website’s News section.
Livewell
Following the success of the project last year, we have been
alleviating social isolation and promoting positive mental
health by spending time in Plymouth’s blue and green
spaces. This has included activities such as soggy hikes
around Dartmoor, boat trips to Mount Edgecumbe and
canoeing up the River Dart.
Reclaim The Sea (RTS)
Reclaim The Sea is a newly launched non-profit that has
linked up with a group of our service users. The project
provides women with tools to enable them to reclaim the
sea as a safe space when it may have previously been
unfamiliar.

Martin & Angel at our Open Day

A.R.E HOME

Tigs, Project Lead, said: "This summer, we are working with a
group of refugee women here in Plymouth, teaching
swimming, surfing and paddle boarding. So far, the sessions
have been amazing, with people challenging their own
boundaries, learning new skills, and having a lot of fun in the
water."

Following the article in our previous newsletter, we are preparing to launch a crowdfunder to raise £36,000 for an Appeal
Rights Exhausted Home. The project will give each person time to be supported into the asylum system by providing:
short-term accommodation , food , one to one mental health support and appropriate legal representation. This will give an
asylum seeker who has no right to access work, financial support, housing or education a chance to present evidence that
hasn't been considered by the Home Office before.
Please contribute to this important project to support some of the most vulnerable members of our community.
Make a pre-pledge to:
Sort code 08-02-99
Account 65216402

Thank you for all your support!

